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Shanghai Saga — other skies, other lands
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SYNOPSIS

Shanghai Saga is a video essay-poem on Shanghai by two Hong Kong women, Linda and
Gina, who relate to Shanghai on very different horizons. Linda knows Shanghai as a film
historian, cultural theorist, a curious reader of literature, and an interested traveler who walks
the city, whereas Gina, an economist and free-lance art incubator, splits her residence
between Shanghai and Hong Kong. Linda engages in the literary and visual imaginary of
Shanghai, observes the everyday texture of the city and the effects of urban renewal; Gina
studies the unnoticed scenario of excessive real estate development as an accidental refuge
for unknown artists. Gina brings to her camera the faces and voices of individuals in
Shanghai who seek to make sense of their artistic career, while Linda discovers individuals in
Hong Kong who have unique personal connections to Shanghai...

CONCEPT / ARTISTS’ STATEMENT

As a species of video diary and visual ethnography, the work evolves around the question of
what it means to know a place and space as a generative category of knowledge. It
experiments with a broad range of visual sources, from 1934 to 2008, opening up each audio-
visual fragment as both document on its own right and representation of a lived moment.
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Location shots were taken from the following movies:
Goddess % (1934 / WU Yonggang)

New Women #r¢ 14 (1934 / CAI Chusheng)

Street Angel L% ffl (1935 / YUAN Muzhi)

Old and New Shanghai #r&, 4 (1936 / CHENG Bugao)
Crossroads - -t} (1937 / SHEN Xiling)

Modern Women @ﬁi‘/ 14 (1945 / TU Guangqi)
Everlasting Regret < [~&7 (2005 / Stanley KWAN)



